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Liturgists (feat. the Brilliance), God our Mother

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iLkbgHscDoo
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Asterisk #1: On Language
“We must not confuse 

using language with doing 

justice.”

— Linn Marie Tonstad,

Queer Theology

The language of ‘Father, Son, 

and Spirit’ is the received 

language of the Christian 

tradition. We should not 

interpret this to mean God is 

male, nor that this is the only 

language appropriate for the 

Trinity.

*

https://wipfandstock.com/queer-theology.html


Asterisk #2: On Sources
Theology is not written by disembodied minds, but by embodied 

people who need to feed, clothe, and house themselves — as well as get 

access to books, education, and writing tools.

That so much theology is written by men from cultural majorities gives 

us an insight into how access to resources and opportunities is ordered 

in society, and throughout history.

This material basis of theology should not be obscured by fancy words.

*
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A Short Intro to the Trinity
● The doctrine (or “teaching”) of 

the Trinity is the central thing 

Christians have said about God.

● Christians say that there is One 

God, who is also Three 

Persons: Father, Son, and Spirit 

… while still being One God.

● Each of the Persons of the 

Trinity are distinct, and yet 

unified.

● Everything that God (the 

Trinity) does the Persons do 

together, at the same time we 

talk about things God does in 

connection to particular 

Persons.

 

● It can get … confusing.



Scripture

“[God] chose us in Christ before the 

foundation of the world to be holy and 

blameless before him in love. He destined us for 

adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, 

according to the good pleasure of his will, to 

the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 

bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

In him we have redemption through his blood, 

the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 

the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. 

With all wisdom and insight he has made 

known to us the mystery of his will, according 

to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 

as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up 

all things in him, things in heaven and things 

on earth.

In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, 

having been destined according to the purpose 

of him who accomplishes all things according 

to his counsel and will, so that we, who were 

the first to set our hope on Christ, might live 

for the praise of his glory.

In him you also, when you had heard the word 

of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had 

believed in him, were marked with the seal of 

the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of 

our inheritance towards redemption as God’s 

own people, to the praise of his glory.

Ephesians 1.4-14



A Little Bit of Historical Background
● The doctrine (or “teaching”) of 

the Trinity developed after the 

texts that would become the 

New Testament were written

● The New Testament itself 

doesn’t explicitly layout the 

doctrine of the Trinity, though 

these texts were used as 

justification for it

● The Trinity was officially 

adopted as the teaching of the 

church at the First ecumenical 

(whole church) council in 

Nicea (325CE)

● The creed from Nicea was later 

amended, in connection with a 

later ecumenical council in 

Constantinople (381 CE) 



Why develop the idea of the Trinity at all?
Early Christians made the claim 

that Jesus of Nazareth was God.

This required a fundamental 

reinterpretation of established 

understandings of God.

The doctrine of the Trinity was 

developed as a response to this.

Early church thinkers and leaders 

drew on contemporary cultural, 

philosophical, and religious 

concepts to re-think their 

understanding of God.



Nicene Creed (325 CE)
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty, maker

of all that is, seen and unseen.

***

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

begotten of the Father,

Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down 

was incarnate

and became truly human.

He suffered

On the third day he rose again

he ascended into heaven

He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead.

***

We believe in the Holy Spirit.



The Trinity in … 3 Parts
● The Trinity safeguards the continuity of God’s work in the world

● The Trinity proclaims that God's eternal nature is love for the 

world

 

● The Trinity points back to scripture and the life of faith



The Trinity, pt. 1
God is One

**
Safeguarding the continuity of

God’s work in the world



I. Narratives of Salvation

Creation

Fallen
Creation

Restored
Creation

Fall  Salvation



II. Narratives of Salvation

Eden

Wandering in the 
Desert of the Old 

Testament

New Creation: 
New 

Testament

Original Sin

(Gen 3)

Jesus

(Gospels)



Questions to Consider
Does the narrative of 

salvation outlined on the 

previous slides seem familiar 

to you?

What are your reactions to 

this narrative of salvation?

What might be some 

problems with this narrative 

of salvation, if any?



III. Narratives of Salvation

PLAN A

Uh-Oh

PLAN B



More Questions to Consider
Would a perfect God need a 

plan B?

If Heaven or New Creation is 

a place with perfect freedom 

and no sin and suffering, then 

why didn’t God just make 

Heaven in the first place?



Nicene Creed (325 CE)
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty, maker

of all that is, seen and unseen.

***

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

begotten of the Father,

Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down 

was incarnate

and became truly human.

He suffered

On the third day he rose again

he ascended into heaven

He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead.

***

We believe in the Holy Spirit.



Nicene Creed (325 CE)
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty, maker

of all that is, seen and unseen.

***

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

begotten of the Father,

Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down 

was incarnate

and became truly human.

He suffered

On the third day he rose again

he ascended into heaven

He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead.

***

We believe in the Holy Spirit.

We’ll deal with you later ...



IV. Narratives of Salvation

God the 
Creator

God working 
through 
Creation

God bringing 
Creation to 
fulfilment

Foundations 
of Israel

God’s people 
in history

Jesus 
expanding 

God’s people



Some Implications of the Trinity
The doctrine of the Trinity might 

help us to better appreciate the 

Jewish tradition, and Christianity’s 

failures in relationship to the 

Jewish people

The Hebrew Bible / Old Testament 

can be read on its own terms, as 

part of God’s continuous work: we 

don’t need to read Jesus into 

everything

The doctrine of the Trinity might 

help us hold onto the value of our 

current existence and current world

The whole work of creation is not 

some sort of cosmic screw-up, but 

continues to be the place where 

God is working — recognising that 

this claim raise a whole host of 

problems and questions … 



The Trinity, pt. 2
Proclaiming that God's eternal

nature is love for the world

**
God is Love



Karl Barth on the Doctrines of Election and the Trinity
Karl Barth (1886-1968) was a Swiss 

theologian who was arguably the most 

influential theologian of the 20th century. 

He was active in Germany during WWI in 

rejecting German nationalism; and in 

opposing Nazism before and during 

WWII.

He wrote a lot — including an incomplete 

work of systematic theology, which is 

already 13 volumes long.Karl Barth and Martin Luther King Jr., 1962.



Karl Barth on the Doctrines of Election and the Trinity
One of Barth’s key contributions is the 

insight that Jesus is not only the means by 

which we are saved, but is also the very 

God who chooses to save.

In technical terms: Jesus Christ is both the 

elected and the electing God.

For Barth the Persons of the Trinity didn’t 

draw straws to see who would become 

incarnate. But the Second Person of the 

Trinity, the Word, was always the one 

who would be incarnate.

Karl Barth and Martin Luther King Jr., 1962.



Karl Barth on the Doctrines of Election and the Trinity
“The electing God … is a God whose very 

being … is determined, defined, by what 

God reveals himself to be in Jesus Christ, 

namely, a God of love and mercy to the 

whole human race.”

— Bruce McCormack,           

‘Grace and Being: the role of 

God’s gracious election in Karl 

Barth’s theological ontology.’   

(p. 189)Karl Barth and Martin Luther King Jr., 1962.



Some Implications of the Trinity
The doctrine of the Trinity might 

help us to better see Jesus Christ as 

the interpretive key for our 

understanding of God, and the 

Bible.

We might test our understanding of 

God and the Bible against the love, 

mercy and justice displayed by 

Jesus.

The doctrine of the Trinity might 

help us side-step simple debates 

about the divinity of Jesus.

Instead of focusing on how Jesus 

measures up to our assumed 

understandings of God, we might 

ask how we should continue to 

reimagine God in light of Jesus.



Even More Questions to Consider
How does this view of Jesus 

as both the who saves us, and 

the one who chooses to save 

sit with you?

What other thoughts does 

this stir up, if any?



The Trinity, pt. 3
Pointing back to scripture

and the life of faith

**
God is With Us



Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed: the Spirit
325

We believe in the Holy Spirit.

381

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Two Key Factors that Made the Bi-nity a Tri-nity
— I —

And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptising them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything that I have commanded 

you. And remember, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.’

— Matt 28.18-20

— II —

“... the Christians’ strong consciousness of 

being a spiritual community, a 

community constituted by the Holy Spirit 

…”

— Bernd Oberdorfer,           ‘The 

Holy Spirit - A Person? 

Reflection on the Spirit’s 

Trinitarian Identity.’ (p. 29)



Yes, There’s Even More Questions to Consider Than That!
How do you react to the idea of the 

Church as “a community 

constituted by the Holy Spirit”?

Are there any practices that you 

have maintained which have 

shaped your belief — even when 

you’ve struggled to believe?

What experiences, movements, 

events might you see as the 

continuing life of the Trinity for the 

world?

What new language might you 

draw on to talk about God’s 

continuing Trinitarian work for the 

world?



The Trinity in … 3 Parts
● The Trinity safeguards the continuity of God’s work in the world

● The Trinity proclaims that God eternally embraces the world in 

love

 

● The Trinity points back to scripture and the life of faith



The Trinity in … 3 Parts
● The Trinity safeguards the continuity of God’s work in the world

God is One

● The Trinity proclaims that God eternally embraces the world in love

 God is Love

● The Trinity points back to scripture and the life of faith

God is With Us



Lord’s Prayer*

Amma, Wise Woman-Mother

We name you with holy names of love

May your reach of mercy and justice 

expand in this world

May your holy way carve a winding 

river of peace

through the grieving places

In our bodies — beautiful and bold — 

we meet you,

so feed the bodies of those here and 

those hungry

Forgive our frailty, redeem our failures, 

bear with us in weakness

Teach us to be open,

to embrace the vulnerability of others

Spare us from the hardest of times

Uproot the evil that has grasped us

For you reign in the glory of the power 

that is love.

Now. Forever. Amen.



Blessing*

The love of the 

Anointed abide with 

you, anointed ones.

(1 John 2.27)

Amen.

——

Image by Yi Fu

‘Building Eden’





Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed: the Father
325

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker

of all that is, seen and unseen.

381

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.



Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed: the Son
325

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

begotten of the Father,

Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

381

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,



Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed: the Son
325

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down 

was incarnate

and became truly human.

381

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary

and became truly human.



Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed: the Son
325

He suffered

On the third day he rose again

he ascended into heaven

He will come again  to judge the living and 

the dead.

381

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.



Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed: the Spirit
325

We believe in the Holy Spirit.

381

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Where to next?
● Tweet thread amuse-bouche:

○ Ben Myers, “Tweeting the Trinity: because heresy is meh”, Faith and Theology (blog), 

<link>, 2017.

● Popular level snack:

○ Linn Marie Tonstad, Queer Theology, 2018.

● Academic chaser:

○ Rowan Williams, “Does it make sense to speak of pre-Nicene orthodoxy?” In R. 

Williams (Ed.), The Making of Orthodoxy: Essays in Honour of Henry Chadwick, 1989 

(pp. 1-23).

https://www.faith-theology.com/2017/06/tweeting-trinity-because-heresy-is-meh.html

